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Executive summary:

Public Opinion Survey about the public knowledge and perception of climate
change in Jordan

A survey was conducted by the Royal Scientific Society aiming at producing the first
national public opinion survey about the public knowledge and perception of climate
change in Jordan. The survey was conducted under outcome 4 (National
Circumstances) of the “Enabling Activities for the Preparation of Jordan’s Third
National Communication Report to the UNFCCC” (TNC) project implemented by the
Ministry of Environment with support from UNDP/GEF

The survey showed that about 78% of the study samples believe that the climate has
really changed in the past years. Around 67.1% stated that they sensed a change in the
climate and this change was negative and annoying to them. Moreover, 72.9% of the
study population considered that the main reason for climate change was due to
anthropogenic activities like industrial activities, energy sector and transportation. On
the other hand, 52% considered that this phenomenon is serious and should be
addressed.

Around 75% of the study sample stated that the impacts of climate change at the
national levels will be mainly manifested in the form of rise in temperature, and 65%
stated that climate change will negatively affect amounts of precipitation in addition
to increasing energy consumption by 40.9 %. Despite these effects, 64.4 % of the
study population stated that Jordan has minor contribution in causing climate change
compared to the contribution of industrialized countries.

The most important adaptation options priorities according to the sample under study
were water conservation 69%, the use of drought tolerant crops with minimal water
requirement 60.8 %, and Conservation of biodiversity and natural ecosystems 49.4 %.

Regarding the best communication tools that can be used to increase awareness as
confirmed by the study population, the first option was the TV and satellite channels
by 78.5 %, followed by social media networks (Facebook and Twitter) by 66.3%, and
the least percentage was for workshops and seminars 26%. The most important types
of information preferred to be received on climate change by 32.9 % of the study
community were all information (scientific explanations, success stories and other
countries experiences).

The study sample was composed of representatives of five sectors: public employees,
private sector, media, NGOs and academia and covered 4 governorates in Jordan.

Main recommendations from the study were:
1. Strengthening the capacity of the Ministry of Environment and its national
partners in developing and conducting Climate Change outreach programs.



10.

11.

Promoting effective knowledge and awareness of the causes and effects of
climate change at the levels of individuals and community and supporting
open access to relevant information.

Advocating main stakeholders to mobilize and partner to address the current
and projected impacts of climate change in their programs.

Supporting the mainstreaming of climate change education, awareness and
capacity building in all relevant developmental sectors.

Developing legislation and strict government controls to reduce emissions.
Adopting good prices for environmentally friendly products and services
Strengthening the role of the press and media in different awareness
campaigns and focus on symbols and forms that reflect the effects of climate
change

Focusing on using social media tools especially Facebook and twitter as these
tools were highly recommended by the study community.

Developing a national plan to address the effects of climate change and
involving all segments of society related.

Focusing on research studies related to the dangerous effects caused by global
warming.

Supporting comparative studies about climate change in the Arab Region
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